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March Newsletter




Catch up with all the project news in this months video update, which covers the opening of the new offices, our new website and projects.
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Catch up with all the project news in this months video update, which covers the opening of the new offices, our new website and projects.











The Pier Cabin – Drop In Hours




The Pier Cabin office will be open from Monday 4th March, ‘Drop in’ hours – Mon/Tues/Wed 9am – 12:30pm, other times by appointment.




After a long wait, we have finally got the necessary sign offs for the new offices.
We are still settling in, and will be developing new services in the near future.




The Launch of Our New Website




We are also launching our new website from Monday 4th March, which is offering more information for both residents and visitors, along with a refreshed brand image.




Jobs With Trust




We have a number of new opportunities to offer jobs at the trust.  Unfortunately our trust Manager Stuart is leaving in the summer due to family reasons, so we are advertising for a new Community Development Officer. Click each link below for more details:




Community Development Officer – Full Time (part time considered)




Estate ranger – Full Time 2 year initial contract (seasonal/part time considered)




Office Cleaner – 2hrs/week




Maintenance Person – casual hours (average 15-20hrs/month)




Community Car Driver – casual hours (average 15hrs/month)




Get in touch for more details or to apply.  Come and join the team!




Wellbeing Activities




Rousay Visiting Podiatry Service: Gemma Reid, Podiatrist, is next in Rousay on Tuesday 16th April. Clinic appointments are now available to book at the Community Hall in the Small Meeting Room. Home Visits are also available if required.




Appointments are £35 per person, paid directly to Gemma at the time of your appointment.




To book an appointment, please email nicky@rewdt.org or telephone Nicky at REWDT on 821229




REWDT Grants




REWDT Grants awarded to community members and groups – January 2024




	34 Fuel Grants
	4 Child Ferry Tickets Grants
	4 Well-being Grants
	2 General Grants
	1 Education Bursary





Total amount awarded in January: £8,489.70




Transport




Dial-a-ride Community Transport:
On Rousay, every Monday & Wednesday 9.30-15:00. 
On request on other days – if we can help we will!




Trips to Orkney Mainland every 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month.




Concessionary travel is free of charge, and a small charge for non-concessions
(£2 on island and £5 off island – return fares).




To book:
Call the office on 01856 821229
Email info@rewdt.org
Fill in an online form here https://wkf.ms/44ek7yA




Please give as much notice as possible, and we have only 3 seats so capacity is limited!




E-Bikes Launch Event




Saturday 23rd March: 11:00 – 15:00




REWDT has been successful in gaining funding to introduce e-bikes to the islands. The bikes will be available both for residents and visitors. Come and find out about free trials and longer term hires.




Cycle Orkney are supplying the bikes, test rides will be available, and our team will be on hand to answer any questions you may have. 




Free refreshments and giveaways!




Rousay Youth Clubs




Primary Youth Club (P4 (Ages 8+) to P7) – Wednesdays 3PM – 4:30PM




Secondary Youth Club: Sundays 11AM-1PM




Help Up Revamp Our Post Box




We’re looking to restore our phone box and put it to a new use…




We have been able to acquire the phone box on Pier Road for £1 and have a grant from the North Isles Landscape Partnership to refurbish the box and repurpose it for visitors and the community.




Apply now and help up give the phone box a new lease of life!




The choses contractor will be expected to repair and repaint the kiosk. All materials will be supplied, the contract is for labour (and equipment).




A second phase will see the box repurposed into an information hub, more details on that tender will follow.




For more details contact us:




Tel: 01856 821229 Email: info@rewdt.org




Or call into the offices Mon-Wed 09:00-12:30 
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Please click here to see the approved board meeting minutes for the meeting held on 27 January 2024.
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Catch up with all the project news in this months video update, which covers progress on the Taversoe, Manse, new ferries and funding news.
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Catch up with all the project news in this months video update, which covers progress on the Taversoe, Manse, new ferries and funding news.











Winter Fuel Grant – Closing Soon!




Don’t miss out! With electricity bills set to rise again in January 2024, we don’t want community members to miss out on this round of funding.  If you would like to discuss the Fuel Grant or would like help to apply, please do not hesitate to get in touch.




Applications must be submitted by 31st December 2023. Find out how to apply.
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It’s been a busy month for the Development Trust. Catch up with all the project news in this month’s video update, which covers our new office, progress on the Taversoe and Manse and much more
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It’s been a busy month for the Development Trust. Catch up with all the project news in this month’s video update, which covers our new office, progress on the Taversoe and Manse and much more











Looking ahead to the 2025 Island Games




Although this seems like a very long time in the future, Naomi Bremner from the Orkney Island Games Committee is keen to hear from anyone who would like to be a volunteer at the games.  Naomi is also looking for drivers to help transport people, those entering the games, other volunteers helping at the games and people attending various events, to and from the different locations across Orkney Mainland. 




Also, if you have a minibus licence and you are happy to help, please contact us and we can pass your details on.  Naomi has a small budget to cover any fees for the drivers if required.
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Please click here to read the 20 September 2023 board meeting minutes.




Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Vivamus nec mauris suscipit, rhoncus metus a, suscipit ipsum. Praesent volutpat urna et est rhoncus, id ullamcorper tortor commodo. Nullam commodo rutrum velit nec scelerisque. Ut id felis porta, mollis arcu ut, rutrum enim. Nullam accumsan orci at sapien accumsan, in suscipit purus ultricies. In in tempus ligula. Proin non egestas neque. 




Duis dignissim consectetur ullamcorper. Donec orci ipsum, egestas a volutpat et, accumsan in neque. Pellentesque gravida finibus venenatis. Nunc sollicitudin, felis et convallis molestie, nulla felis dignissim enim, et ornare mauris metus ut ligula. Vivamus eu eros fringilla, tempus massa id, elementum libero. Donec iaculis molestie nulla, at lacinia ante pretium eu. 
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Dial-a-ride Service Expands




From 1st September the ‘Dial-a-ride’ service will be expanding.
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From 1st September the ‘Dial-a-ride’ service will be expanding:




	On Rousay, every Monday & Wednesday 9.30-15:00
	Trips to Orkney Mainland every 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month.
	Trips outside these days can be considered but not guaranteed.





Concessionary travel is free of charge, and a small charge for non-concessions (£1.50 on island and £5 off island – return fares).




To book:




	Call the office on 01856 821229
	Email info@rewdt.org
	Fill in an online form here.
	Please give as much notice as possible, and we obviously have only 3 seats so capacity is limited!





We are also looking for a number drivers to help deliver the service, in a voluntary or paid service.  Please get in touch if you would like more information.
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Catch up with all the project news in this months video update, which covers progress on the SSE Turbines, Activities and & Events
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Catch up with all the project news in this months video update, which covers progress on the SSE Turbines, Activities and & Events











Turbine update




April and May were quite productive but the sheer lack of wind we had in June did knock back generation.  There have also been issues with the system that SSE uses to control curtailment (ANM) which has led to this being higher than expected.  
July has seen not only further issues caused by the ANM system but we have also picked up a fault in the turbine itself.  Which (as of the 28th of July) we are still waiting for the Enercon engineers to rectify.  Hopefully, they will return to the site very shortly and have us up and running again very soon 🤞




Laura – Turbine Manager




Wellbeing Activities and events




Nicky has several activities taking place over the summer months which are so far being enjoyed!




Walks, talks & picnic




Nicky has arranged a series of walks with Vicky Anderson, RSPB warden, exploring the RSPB reserves of Onziebust in Egilsay and Trumland in Rousay. This is a great way to explore the abundant wildlife and wildflowers on the islands and enjoy a walk and a picnic together. The first walk took place in June on RSPB Trumland reserve and there are 3 further walks planned in August & September, the next is on Saturday 5th August in Egilsay.














A few of the walkers birdwatching (we spotted a buzzard with its young in the nest from a safe distance) and  learning about the carnivorous Sundew plant which grows in the wet conditions of the peatland.




Wellbeing Pampering sessions




Nicky also received grant funding to provide free well-being pampering treatments with Rousay beauty therapist, Beauty by HanHan. Treatments on offer are either a mini-manicure, mini-pedicure, facial or a back, neck & shoulder massage.




The first sessions on 27th June and 25th July were fully booked with 7 people enjoying the treatments on offer each time and on 11th July another session was held for Triangle club members to enjoy a pamper. More dates are now arranged each month through to the end of November.




Both the Wellbeing Walks and Pampering sessions have been made possible thanks to grant funding from the Communities Mental Health and Wellbeing Fund from VAO and the Scottish Government.




Childrens Dance day




On 7th July Nicky planned an afternoon of dance for children aged from 2 years to 16 years with dance teacher Charlotte Hoque from North Isles Dance Academy. There were fun-filled classes for ballet, jazz and line dancing which were much enjoyed by all the kids attending. A big thank you to volunteer Jo Gray for helping out on the day too!




This event was subsidised by a Community Events grant from the Development Trust.














REWDT Grants




Triangle Club organised a trip to Scapa Flow Museum on Hoy in July and had a fantastic day.




We were delighted to be able to part-fund this through the REWDT Community Group Grant, which can be used to fund new activities or events.




If you would like to find out more, please email grants@rewdt.org or call the office on 01856 821229.




Triangle Club
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Catch up with all the project news updates, which covers various announcements from The Board
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Strategic Plan




The Board had identified that the previous development plan was out-dated and needed refreshing. With funding from HIE we engaged with professional consultants to help collate a new Strategic Plan along with input from community consultations.




It is important to have a Development Plan, not only to provide a clear communication to the residents of the three islands of the path we are following, but also as an essential document required by external funders when it comes to grant funding.









Housing




The Board have carefully looked at all of the costs and available funding to progress with the two new-build bungalows at Johnstone Road, and are now content to proceed with the houses.  We will continue looking to secure further funding to reduce the Trusts contribution, but it was felt that the importance of creating new housing on Rousay was too great not to move forward with the project. Once some design aspects are finalised we can then gain full planning and hopefully start work before the end of the year.




We would still encourage anyone looking for housing on the isles (social or otherwise) to fill in out Homehunt form, as that helps us build a picture of what is required by current and future residents.




Based on some initial submissions to the Homehunt scheme, we have identified the need for smaller rentable flats.  With that in mind we are looking at the feasibility of gaining funding to acquire the Manse which the Church of Scotland are looking to sell.  There might be a possibility of creating self contained flats whilst also retaining some community space.  We will be progressing an application to the Scottish Land Fund which, if successful, will allow us to get funded professional support to help look at all of the options and costs.









Orkney Council Seminar




Our trust manager, Stuart, represented the Trust at a seminar where all of the 10 Orkney based Development Trusts presented to the elected members.




The Trusts delivered presentations on Local Development Plans, Housing, Tourism, Net Zero, Community Transport, Wellbeing, Community Hubs and partnership working.  These were followed by a breakout session which focussed on identifying opportunities for improved partnership working.




Councillor David Dawson, chair of the Development and Infrastructure committee, who chaired the seminar said, “The members were impressed by the presentations from the Development Trusts and fully appreciate the hard work that goes on in the communities they serve.  This should be the start of a renewed collaboration with the Trusts, and we must keep the momentum up and build on the good work already being done.”













Community Transport




After feedback from our initial trials of the community ‘dial-a-ride’, we have extended the pilot for another couple of months, and extended the Wednesday service to be mornings and afternoon to cover the surgery, shop and post office.




Bookings can be made by phone or email.









News




We have applied to ‘adopt’ the phone box on Pier Road, with the intention of refurbishing it and possibly turning into an information point for visitors. 




The other two phone boxes on Rousay are not able to be adopted as the mobile signal is (apparently) not strong enough in those areas, so BT have to keep them operational.  They now know that they are not in a useable condition and are set to refurbish them and make them useable.













Website Update




Work is continuing on our new website.  We are looking for some amazing images to show off the islands in their best light, so please send in any stunning shots you have. 




Landscapes, seascapes, events, daily life, people…. a selection would be great.




Photos/links can be emailed to info@rewdt.org, or added to our shared google drive.









Youth Group




The Rousay Youth Clubs have been busy throughout June!




Trust manager, Stuart Williams, has been teaching the older children some rope skills, including safety techniques. We learnt many knots, including overhand, granny, bowline and even a trucker’s knot! The children really enjoyed learning this useful skill.




We have also had two very exciting and informative visits on Wednesday afternoons. Ian Donaldson (Rousay First Responder) came along with the ambulance to show the children inside and talk about what all the different equipment is used for. We even got to hear the siren and see the blue lights!




Following this, Maggie Drosso (Nurse Practitioner) visited to teach the children how to do CPR (using the Resusci Annie doll), the recovery position and how to call for help in an emergency. She also showed them the defibrillator box outside the school building. The children learnt a lot from these visits and are more equipped now to stay calm and act in a medical emergency.




A huge thank you to all our external visitors for their insight and engaging sessions! 
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES




Catch up with all the project news in this months video update, which covers progress on the Taversoe, Manse, new ferries and funding news.
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Catch up with all the project news in this months video update, which covers progress on the Taversoe, Manse, new ferries and funding news.




Please find the meeting minutes from the 15 April 2023 board meeting here




Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Vivamus nec mauris suscipit, rhoncus metus a, suscipit ipsum. Praesent volutpat urna et est rhoncus, id ullamcorper tortor commodo. Nullam commodo rutrum velit nec scelerisque. Ut id felis porta, mollis arcu ut, rutrum enim. Nullam accumsan orci at sapien accumsan, in suscipit purus ultricies. In in tempus ligula. Proin non egestas neque.




Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Vivamus nec mauris suscipit, rhoncus metus a, suscipit ipsum. Praesent volutpat urna et est rhoncus, id ullamcorper tortor commodo. Nullam commodo rutrum velit nec scelerisque. Ut id felis porta, mollis arcu ut, rutrum enim. Nullam accumsan orci at sapien accumsan, in suscipit purus ultricies. In in tempus ligula. Proin non egestas neque.
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New Strategic Plan Published




The Board had identified that the previous development plan was out-dated and needed refreshing.
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The Board had identified that the previous development plan was out-dated and needed refreshing.  With funding from HIE we engaged with professional consultants to help collate a new Strategic Plan along with input from community consultations.




It is important to have a Development Plan, not only to provide a clear communication to the residents of the three islands of the path we are following, but also as an essential document required by external funders when it comes to grant funding.




A ‘easy read’ summary of the plan is here.




The full version can be viewed here.
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‘Heart of Rousey’ Boardwalk Opening




Stretching out above the cotton grass and heather is a newly opened boardwalk on a quiet hillside on Rousay.
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Stretching out above the cotton grass and heather is a newly opened boardwalk on a quiet hillside on Rousay. At the end of this lovely pathway that is accessible to all, is a beautiful view across to St Magnus Church on Egilsay with the northern isles of Orkney beyond.




Situated on Kingarly Hill, near the community wind turbine, the boardwalk was formerly opened by local MSP Liam MacArthur. He was joined by Trust members, locals and volunteers who had been involved in the project. The boardwalk has been dedicated to the memory of Eleanor Barr, the Trust’s Ranger who passed away in 2022.








The opening ceremony.  L-R Stuart Williams (REWDT Trust Manager), Liam MacArthur MSP, Kayleigh Tipper (REWDT Chair)




This project was conceived through consultation with the community, who wanted to ensure that people of all abilities could access and appreciate this wonderful environment. It aims to open-up part of the Trumland Estate that the Trust brought into community ownership in 2019.  It was Eleanor who initiated and obtained funding for the Boardwalk, helping to secure almost £100,000 through the Scottish Government ‘Healthy Island Fund’.




REWDT Trust Manager, Stuart Williams, said “The Heart of Rousay Boardwalk is a significant new addition to the island of Rousay, and is the result of several years of hard work by the community and Trust staff.  Our gratitude is extended to the construction team who had to work carefully in the fragile habitat of the site and endure the harsh weather conditions that the exposed site experiences.”








The design work was undertaken by Paul Green, landscape architect in Kirkwall, and it was built entirely in durable maintenance free recycled plastic.  Along the boardwalk are two ‘living wall’ planters which have built in seating to allow the extensive views to be enjoyed.  Groundworks were undertaken by Kenny Sinclair and Casey Construction built the main structure.  The project build started in September 2022 after the nesting season and was completed by the end of the year.




Commenting on the opening, Liam MacArthur MSP said, ““I was delighted to be able to open the Boardwalk, which is an impressive addition to the island, both for residents and visitors alike.  The design ensures the boardwalk is highly accessible and will allow people to enjoy amazing panoramic views as well as the chance to get to the heart of the amazing moorland with its wildlife.  It is a fitting testament to Eleanor who had such a strong connection with the natural environment, it’s flora and fauna, and will be a legacy for many years to come”.








Future plans at the site involve interpretation signage explaining the progress of energy production through the ages, wildlife & nature and explaining the islands that can be seen from the Boardwalk.
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Community Transport




From the feedback we received at the recent ‘Roadshow’ event, and previous consultations, we have introduced a few new changes to our Car Club vehicle initially for May & June.
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From the feedback we received at the recent ‘Roadshow’ event, and previous consultations, we have introduced a few new changes to our Car Club vehicle initially for May & June.




	The car hire charges for Island based members will be removed.
	We are offering a Community Transport service with the car.





On Wednesday afternoons we will collect residents and take them to the shop/post office. We also are making a trip to Kirkwall with the car, next trip 8th June (but if there is demand we can schedule another trip before then). There is no charge for either of these apart from the passenger fee for the ferry crossing.




To register for using the car please see our website Car Club




To book a trip on a wednesday or to Orkney Mainland please call the office on 821229 or email info@rewdt.org.
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MAY Newsletter




Catch up with all the latest news in this months update, which covers Grant updates and new projects.



				

			

			

		

	






	
		
			
				
					
						Sign up for our newsletter

						Enter your email address below, and receive our monthly newsletter in your inbox when it’s published.

					

					
						
                

                        Email Address(Required) 





          
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
        

                        

                        

		                
		                
					

				

								
						
								Minutes
							
	
								Monthly Newsletter
							
	
								Projects
							


				

			

			
				

Grants Updates




We are pleased to launch our grants for this coming financial year. The existing grants for child ferry tickets, driving lessons and medical support remain as previous.




Acknowledging the increase costs, the Wellbeing grant has increased to £125 per annum. Also increased is the education grant which now funds 90% of any costs up to £750.




A new community group grant is available to promote new groups or new activities.




For advice, help or to apply email grants@rewdt.org.




For general grant applications, the next Board meeting is 28th June, so please have any applications submitted by 14th June









Projects




REWDT Roadshow




A huge thank you to all who came to the Roadshow in March. We were able to showcase all of our ongoing and future projects, and get valuable input from the attendees.




The feedback from the event is being collated and will help form our new Development Plan which will be published soon.




Rural Housing




We have the tenders back from two companies who will undertake the work, unfortunately build costs are far more than was originally planned for.




With the assistance of our consultants we are looking to source extra external funding before committing to the work.




In the meantime please see the info about the new ‘homehunt’ scheme later in the newsletter.




The Pier




We have now received the environmental report from the consultants, outlining the extent of the oil contamination. We now and await the scope of work and costings for remediating the spill.




Once that is established we can make decisions about ‘next steps’.









Youth Clubs




After a two week break for the Easter holidays, the Rousay Youth Clubs have started meeting again on Wednesdays (3 – 4:30pm) and Sundays (1 – 3pm).




Come and join us for games, craft activities, baking, learning traditional skills and working on our heritage project!




We hope to see you there. 




Alice, REW DT Youth Worker




For more information email alice@rewdt.org. Volunteer helpers required. Have a skill you think you could share with the group please get in touch!
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REWDT Becomes a Living Wage Employer




Find out more information on how The Trust has now become an accredited ‘Living Wage’ employer.
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The Trust has now become an accredited ‘Living Wage’ employer. 




This means that as a business we’ve made the conscious decision to ensure that our employees and contracted workers are paid a fair day’s wage. The real Living Wage is independently calculated on an annual basis and is based on the best available living standards in the UK.




The Living Wage accreditation is awarded by The Living Wage Foundation, which is an independent organisation that recognises UK businesses who demonstrate a commitment to ensuring their employees and contractors are paid a wage that provides a comfortable standard of living.




As a business, we’ve always wanted to reward the hard work and dedication shown from of our employees, and by making a commitment to join an established and recognised organisation such as The Living Wage Foundation we hope to encourage other businesses in the facilities management sector to make a similar promise to their employees.




For more details visit the Living Wage Foundation website.
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Membership




Learn more on how to support the REW DT by becoming a member.
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Please support the REW DT by becoming a member.




For a membership form please click here.




Being a member entitles you to:




	Join our – membership base
	Receive an annual report of the Trust’s activities and projects;
	Attend and vote at the Trust’s Annual General Meeting, including voting for directors;
	Apply to become a director of the Trust, if you wish.





We should point out that, as the Trust is a ‘company limited by guarantee’, in the unlikely event of the Trust being wound up, our members are liable – but only for £1.




We are always keen to ensure that we represent as many of our community as possible, and we would be delighted if you would consider joining the Trust.
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The REWDT 2021/22 integrated signed accounts can be found here
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Eleanor Barr’s ‘Heart of Rousay ‘ Boardwalk




The work by Casey’s has now been completed but there is still some work to do before we can have the official opening in the Spring 2023.
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The work by Casey’s has now been completed but there is still some work to do before we can have the official opening in the Spring 2023. The planters also need to be filled early in the new year for the opening – if you are interested in helping to do this, please let Peter or Helen know.




In the meantime, if you do want to have a look at the boardwalk, please take care as it is not completely finished and you will therefore be accessing the boardwalk at your own risk.




Photos of the boardwalk are on our Facebook page.
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Housing Project: Design Plan




The project is progressing well, and Directors are continuing to work with the consultants to plan the building of the two x 2-bed bungalows, which will be built on the land at the end of Johnston’s Road.
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The project is progressing well, and Directors are continuing to work with the consultants to plan the building of the two x 2-bed bungalows, which will be built on the land at the end of Johnston’s Road. The majority of the funds for the project are expected to be provided from the Island & Rural Housing Fund. 




Our consultants have produced the final design for the builds (please view below), following the Housing Needs Survey conducted in our community earlier this year. Each property will have its own garden and parking. We are on track to commence building in 2023, and we will keep provide updates as the project progresses. 
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Allotment & POLYTUNNEL Plots Available




We currently have 2 outside allotment plots available £20.00 each or the year and 3 poly tunnel plots available at £10 each for the year.
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We currently have 2 outside allotment plots available £20.00 each or the year and 3 poly tunnel plots available at £10 each for the year.




If you would like a plot, please contact either Helen on 821229 or helen@rewdt.org or phone Ian on 07879 496686




Happy Gardening.
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Playpark Safety Notice




Following a number of recent incidents, and so that we can continue to keep the playpark open, we would like to remind parents and guardians about a couple of important rules!
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Following a number of recent incidents, and so that we can continue to keep the playpark open, we would like to remind parents and guardians about a couple of important rules!

* The playpark equipment is provided for the enjoyment of children up to 12 years of age only.

* As always, children using the facility should be supervised by a responsible adult at all times. Children should never be left unattended in the playpark. 

Please help us to keep the playpark clean and safe, as we really don’t want to resort to closing the facility.
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The Pier Project: Consultant’s Report




We are pleased to be able to share with you the consultant’s report following the consultation sessions in December. You can read the full report, including our response, here. 
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We are pleased to be able to share with you the consultant’s report following the consultation sessions in December. You can read the full report, including our response, here. 




In summary, our Board is committed to the following next steps: 




	We will be announcing details about how to join a new Task Force shortly, to help us with Recommendation 2 in the consultant’s report (feasibility study and review of long-term options), as well as help us to investigate short-term measures for facilitating community events and activities which either make use of existing community venues not managed by the Trust, or, if necessary and possible, areas of The Pier site and building. 
	We will be launching our new Community Kickstart Grant shortly, please look out for further announcements in due course.
	We are making progress on rectifying the oil leak with the insurer and contractor.
	We are progressing a new mains water connection at the site. 
	We are committed to keeping the community up to date with progress on this project, as well as providing further opportunities for members of the community to share their ideas and views. 





We look forward to continuing to work with the community on the long-term plans for the project. In the meantime, we have identified some short-term solutions which can be implemented and adapted relatively quickly. This does not mean that other ideas cannot be considered and put in place as part of the short-term measures; new suggestions will always be welcome. We also recognise that short-term solutions cannot solve all of the problems identified during the consultation exercise, but we will do our best with our limited resources and the short timescale. 



			

		

	





	
		

More like this




	
	
		
			
		
	

	
		
			
				
					March Newsletter				
			

			
				
					
				
				04/03/2024

			

		

		

		
	
		Learn More	


	




	
		
			
		
	

	
		
			
				
					Board Meeting Minutes				
			

			
				
					
				
				01/02/2024

			

		

		

		
	
		Learn More	


	




	
		
			
		
	

	
		
			
				
					December Newsletter				
			

			
				
					
				
				05/12/2023

			

		

		

		
	
		Learn More	


	






	


					
	
			

	
		
			
				
					

Heart of Rousay Project: Viewpoint Creation




The central heartland of Rousay is moorland with rough terrain and steep slopes; it is usually reserved for the fit and the few to enjoy.
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The central heartland of Rousay is moorland with rough terrain and steep slopes; it is usually reserved for the fit and the few to enjoy.
The Heart of Rousay project aims to open up this hilly heartland for residents and visitors to enjoy.




Part of this project is the creation of a viewpoint and walkway at Kingarly Hill, the site of the 900kW wind turbine. The views from here incorporate the interior moorland landscape of Rousay, across Sourin Burn and Kierfea, and sea views looking out across to the North Isles and Mainland.




With generous external funding from Healthy Islands Fund, work can begin with the design and construction of a boardwalk, seating area and car park at Kingarly Hill. The boardwalk and seating will be tailored to allow access for people with limited mobility and wheelchair users.




Healthy Islands Fund is an investment from the Scottish Government to support community-led initiatives that promote healthier lifestyles on the islands.




The viewpoint will be a place to:




	Celebrate the natural and cultural heritage of Rousey’s moorland
	Enjoy the outdoors and connect with nature
	Give access to those of all abilities and ages





Thanks to residents sharing their views in these surveys, we can show the community-need and enthusiasm for the project to funders! Your views and survey contributions make a real difference.




Community support for the creation of the viewpoint:




	‘Creating viewpoints’ option was the highest scoring project option (+0.92) in the community ballot 2017 as part of the feasibility study for the community purchase of Trumland Estate.
	In 2012, in a questionnaire sent to REW residents, 80% supported or strongly supported a viewpoint at the community turbine. 158 residents (77% of total residents) took part in the survey.





Updates on the Heart of Rousay project and viewpoint will be shared online via the REWDT website and Facebook page.




If you have any other enquiries, please get in touch with Eleanor by calling 01856 821229 or email info@rewdt.org
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The Pier Project: Consultation




We are very pleased to share with you that our project consultant will be visiting Rousay this month, to hold discussion group sessions with our community.
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We are very pleased to share with you that our project consultant will be visiting Rousay this month, to hold discussion group sessions with our community. The consultant will be holding multiple sessions on the weekend of Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th December. 




‘The Pier’ building was purchased by REWDT in January 2020, following a period of leasing the property. The first part of this post-purchase consultation phase was rolled out at the end of 2020, with a survey sent to every adult resident in our community. The feedback was collated by the independent consultants and published in the form of a report, which we shared with the community in February 2021. 




Although the survey gave us great insight into what people in our community are thinking about the future of The Pier site, this next phase will be in the form of small discussion groups, to enable us to focus in on the key points raised so far, and to narrow down the options for the site, ready for an Options Appraisal. There will be a short presentation about the project, followed by an open discussion between members of the community and an experienced, independent consultant. 




Some of you may feel like we have been here before, as we already produced a short survey on The Pier prior to purchase, but this consisted of a list of options, and there are a number of complex decisions to be made. In effect, what we have done since last year, is go back to the beginning of the consultation process, in order to ensure that we capture everything, with a thorough consideration of the suggestions put forward by the community, in order to make best use of the site and our resources, which the Board believes is better for the long-term success of the project. 








We intended for the next part of the consultation to commence promptly following the survey, but Covid-19 restrictions prevented us from being able to hold larger gatherings, including being unable to hire a suitable premises in our community. It was really important to us that the consultation is carried out here in the community rather than online, so that as many people as possible have the opportunity to take part. We have only recently been able to confirm hire of the School, and things have moved very quickly following this confirmation. 




Finally, The Pier site is still closed, for safety reasons, following an oil leak at the site last year and the ongoing assessment by the insurer. We realise it is incredibly frustrating to see the building closed and unused, especially now that things are beginning to open up again. It is clear that there is an array of opinions in the community about how best to use the building, but we are generally aligned on two things: firstly, that the building should be brought back into use for people in our community; and, secondly, that the site has an opportunity to make a positive contribution to our community, in whatever form the project takes. The scope and nature of the development at the site will be guided by this consultation process with our community.




Our Board hopes that as many people as possible will take part in the discussions with the consultant, whatever your views on the project or its progress to date, as we want to get a fair representation of the views in our community, and these contributions will have a direct impact on the future of the project.




To help us manage attendee numbers, pre-booking your attendance at the consultation sessions is essential. You can book online here (on Eventbrite), or please email us (info@rewdt.org) or telephone 01856 821229. We look forward to seeing you there! 
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